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	Summary:
This report outlines the activities undertaken by the Standards Committee over the past year.

Recommendation: To note the report.


1
Background
1.1
The Standards Committee is required to provide an annual report of its activities to the Authority as a means of monitoring the operation of the code of conduct.  This is the fourth report to the Broads Authority on the work of the Committee.

1.2
The Committee agreed that its annual report to the Authority should include an assessment of ethical standards in the Authority and what, if necessary, the Authority can do to improve them. This assessment is set out in paragraph 2 below. 

2
Assessment of Ethical Standards in the Authority

2.1
The Committee’s assessment was that the ethical standards of the Authority were very high and the Standards Committee had not encountered any problems in this respect.  It was agreed that a paragraph to that effect should be included within the annual report to the Authority. 

2.2
It was felt that members should be aware that when exercising their right of free speech they should be careful not to make disparaging or disreputable remarks, particularly if these could bring the Authority’s name into disrepute. With the introduction of the new code of conduct the Standards Committee wished to take the opportunity to reinforce the message of maintaining those high standards.

3
Meetings

3.1
The Standards Committee has met four times during the last year and the main issues that have been considered are set out below. 

3.2
The Chairman of the Standards Committee has also served on the Project Board which is overseeing the Authority’s relocation to new office headquarters.

4
New Code of Conduct and Code of Conduct Training

4.1
The Committee at its meeting on 8 March considered the consultation paper issued by the Department for Communities and Local Government in respect of its proposals to amend the model Code of Conduct for local authority members, and made a full response to the eight questions posed in the consultation paper.  

4.2
At its June meeting the Committee considered a revised Code of Conduct for Authority members, in the light of the new model Code.  As a result it recommended a new Code to the Authority for adoption at its meeting on 29 June 2007 which would take effect from the Authority meeting on 28 September 2007. This was agreed by the Authority at its meeting in June.

4.3
The Terms of Reference of the Standards Committee include responsibility for arranging training for Broads Authority members (including members of the Navigation and Standards Committees) on matters relating to the Code of Conduct.  Consequently, with the introduction of the revised code of conduct, training for all members has been arranged. 

4.4
Training will be arranged in the future for new members who join the Authority. 

5
Consultation by the Department for Communities and Local Government Concerning Councillors’ Involvement in Planning Decisions

5.1
The Department for Communities and Local Government issued a consultation paper concerning Councillors’ involvement in planning decisions. Although many of the guidelines were not particularly applicable to the Broads Authority, it was felt that a number were perhaps occasionally applicable. For example with regard to matters like training, decisions contrary to officer recommendations (which are probably met already) and early member involvement. 

5.2
Consequently a small member/ officer group, comprising two representatives from each of the Standards and Planning Committees, was established to review the recommendations set out in the paper.  The Group met in April and whilst noting that most of the recommendations are either being met or do not apply to the Authority, have made a small number of recommendations to the Planning Committee relating to member involvement in the planning function.

6
Meeting of Authority Members in Closed Session

6.1
Some concerns were expressed by two of the independent members about Authority members meeting in a closed session on the morning of Broads Authority meetings.  As a result the Solicitor has advised that such sessions were appropriate on the following basis:

“The purpose of the member meetings held in the morning of the full Authority meetings is to consider the following:

(a)
Agenda planning for future meetings.

(b)
Discussing other items of interest to members (but not matters on the agenda for the afternoon meeting).


These meetings will not be decision-making except, of course, in deciding agenda items for future meetings.” 

6.2
This wording appeared in the minutes of the Authority’s meeting held on 26 January 2007. 

6.3
The Committee noted the current situation and requested that the arrangement be reviewed after a year i.e. in January 2008. 

7
Standards Board for England Annual Assembly and Road shows

7.1
The Committee was represented at the 2006 Conference by Mr Hancox.  The Conference focused mainly on the proposed revisions to the Code of Conduct and Mr Hancox wrote a very useful report arising from his experience.

7.2
The theme for the 2007 Conference is “Down to detail: making local regulation work”.  Under the revised regulations complaints against any member of the Authority have to be considered in the first place by the Standards Committee rather than being referred directly to the Standards Board.  The Conference will be considering some of the practical implications for Standards Committees. Mr Hancox will be attending on behalf of the Standards Committee. 

7.3
Mr Cook, Mr Hancox and Mr Mallett attended the Standards Board road show held in Norwich on 27 June. The purpose of the road shows was to share advice and experience on implementing the changes to the code of conduct.  In particular the road show covered the following topics:

· The new Code of Conduct for Members.

· The provisions in the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Bill which most notably will provide for a complaint relating to the Code to be made to the local Standards Committee in the first instance.

· The issue of bias and predetermination, which is particularly relevant to the exercise of the Authority’s planning function.
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